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REQUESTING ORGANIZATION:

Top of Form

Name: 
Rockfish Valley Foundation, Friends of the Rockfish Watershed
Bottom of Form

Top of Form

Address: 815 Cavalier Dr.

Virginia Beach, VA 23451-3839

Bottom of Form

Top of Form

Federal Identification Number (FIN): 
20-3481268
(ENCLOSE FIN FORM IF NEVER RECEIVED RESTORATION GRANT)
Bottom of Form


PROJECT LEADER OR COORDINATOR:

Top of Form

Name: 
Megan Dempster

 Title: 
Volunteer Naturalist, Rockfish Valley Foundation
Bottom of Form

Signature: 
______________________________________________________

Top of Form

Address: 
175 Cub Creek Rd.



       Tyro


                 VA

22976
Bottom of Form

                                                           (Street)                                                     (City)                                                (State)                      (Zip)
Top of Form

Telephone: 
434-277-8012



DESCRIPTION OF ORGANIZATION (Type of organization, purpose, past related projects, if any):


CONTINUE DESCRIPTION OF ORGANIZATION (Type of organization, purpose, past related projects, if any):


BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF PROJECT (Background, needs, goals and objectives, location, activities and participants):



CONTINUE BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF PROJECT (Background, needs, goals and objectives, location, activities and participants):


CONTINUE BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF PROJECT (Background, needs, goals and objectives, location, activities and participants):



CONTINUE BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF PROJECT (Background, needs, goals and objectives, location, activities and participants):



PROJECT BUDGET:




Amount Requested from Restoration Fund

$ _ 4,000.00_




Total Project Budget



$ _ 4,000.00_

(Please provide an itemized budget describing all estimated expenditures, all sources and amounts of funding; designate what budget items are proposed to receive restoration funding.)



PROJECT SCHEDULE (Indicate when project activities will occur or specific tasks will be completed, not to exceed one year):



CONTINUE PROJECT SCHEDULE (Indicate when project activities will occur or specific tasks will be completed, not to exceed one year):



DESCRIBE HOW THE PROJECT'S SUCCESS OR EFFECTIVENESS WILL BE EVALUATED:


CONTINUE DESCRIBING HOW THE PROJECT'S SUCCESS OR EFFECTIVENESS WILL BE EVALUATED:



DESCRIBE PLANS FOR CONTINUING SUPPORT BEYOND PERIOD OF GRANT (if applicable):



CONTINUE DESCRIBING PLANS FOR CONTINUING SUPPORT BEYOND PERIOD OF GRANT (if applicable):


The Rockfish Valley Foundation (RVF) is a non-profit organization 501c3, located in Nelson County, created to promote natural, historical, ecological and agricultural resources of the county. RVF was established in 2005 and since that time has made a significant impact on the Rockfish Valley and other sections of Nelson County and its surrounding lands and waterways. RVF has involved itself in water quality and water supply planning as top priorities. In 2008 RVF initiated a public meeting where Draper Aden presented the draft of the water supply document for Nelson County. The RVF was invited to, and subsequently attended the Middle James Roundtable strategic planning meeting. This roundtable allows representatives from many of the James River watersheds to take part in bringing public awareness to the health of local watersheds. The RVF is the only Nelson County organization involved with this Roundtable and it plans to continue its support of the Middle James Roundtable and help generate the ideas at meetings. This will be used to implement environmental education in Nelson County. RVF has also applied to become a member of the Virginia Watershed Alliance, a new web based group of round tables and water focused non-profits in Virginia.  





 The foundation seeks to inspire a healthy lifestyle by offering trails adjacent to waterways, programs and events. RVF strives to engage the public and foster community enrichment through watershed awareness. The foundation concentrates on the issues of water quality and water supply. It has created a public trail system along the Rockfish River and certain tributaries and wishes to promote creation of the same of the Tye River and the Piney River and their tributaries. There is no similar organization in Nelson County. The foundation is keenly aware that data for water supply and water quality, and solutions to both are needed.  A major solution to water supply in Nelson comes from its rivers. Surveys of the watersheds in Nelson are critical to any solutions. Because of the many waterways associated with, not only the Rockfish Valley, but all of Nelson County, RVF has undertaken many water quality monitoring efforts to ensure healthy waters within the county. At this time it is promoting a volunteer project to gather well data from the VA Department of Health in Nelson County concerning residential wells. It is also providing DEQ with a well to monitor for its state wide program and hopes to locate others.





 Agri-tourism and rural tourism are keen interests of the foundation. The Rockfish, the Tye and the Piney River are spectacular assets to support this tourism. However, to promote this tourism as well as general use of the rivers, the quality of these waters must be assured. A major gap is a survey of the Tye River and the Piney River. In 2004, a survey of the Rockfish River was completed and well received by the community and the public. This lengthy report was undertaken by an intern from William & Mary and one from ODU under the auspices of Friends of Rockfish. The Rockfish River was tested and monitored for its water quality. Lands adjacent to the river were described and later assessed for the impact these lands and their practices had on the health of the river. This survey was commissioned by the Friends of the Rockfish Watershed (FORW) organization in conjunction with the Virginia Extension Service. Grant funds were received from Virginia Tech. That survey will serve as a template guide for the Tye River project.





The Friends of the Rockfish Watershed is a non-profit organization, organized under the laws of a Commonwealth of Virginia. It is over 10 years old. It has undertaken several citizen education programs, published newsletters and has maintained a website resource. One of its main purposes is to provide an active website and on line materials for the citizens of Nelson county. Please see � HYPERLINK "http://www.forwatershed.org" �www.forwatershed.org�. It has the expertise through support by the Virginia Extension Service to assist and oversee studies such as the survey of the Rockfish. In the future FORW will provide assistance to the intern who will undertake the Tye River study using the experience and knowledge gained from the Rockfish River study for the geographical and biological assessment of the Tye River.





The Rockfish Valley Foundation has held events to educate the public about Nelson county geology, water quality, Hurricane Camille, the night sky and birding. It has sponsored bird walds and night sky events as well. It has cosponsored events with the Oakland Museum, the Nelson county Museum including august events in 2006 and 2007 on Hurricane Camille. It ahs sought designations for scenic byways and scenic waterways in the area. With arrangements with the Rockfish Valley Farm it promotes stewardship in such areas as conservation easements, CREP, forest buffers, warm season grasses and the like. �















The Tye River, located in Nelson County Virginia, is an important part of the Chesapeake Bay Watershed. The Tye River Watershed is located in the Middle James section of the James River watershed. Several small tributaries originating in the Blue Ridge Mountains feed into the Tye River as does the Piney River which combine s with it to drain into the James River. The Tye River is approximately 35 miles long. Midstream of the Tye River, the Piney River flows in which passes through a Superfund site. An American Cyanamid Company plant used the town of Piney River to house its refined titanium ore and manufactured titanium dioxide production plant. Many environmental detriments were discovered after the closing of the plant, i.e. acidic storm water runoff and acidic ground water seeps/springs. As a result of this acidic water source, six major fish kills, equaling 200,000 deaths, were recorded in the Tye and Piney Rivers from 1977 to 1981.  





In 2004, the Friends of the Rockfish Watershed funded a study through the Virginia Water Resources research Center in Blacksburg, Virginia, to assess the health of the Rockfish River. The study revealed numerous problems in the watershed (i.e. human alterations, dumpsites, deficient buffer areas, bank erosion sedimentation, cattle in the river, obstructions, turbidity, limited public access, invasive species, fish impact and dams). The Rockfish River, like the Tye, had a lack of quality information. Two interns were chosen to complete the project. Stream assessment forms and water quality measurement tools were used to record data. The methodologies and conclusions noted in this report will be a working template for the study of the Tye River. 





For the study of the Tye River, two individuals have been recognized as the principal investigators. They are both qualified to perform the study and committed to the project’s success. 





Megan Dempster is the project coordinator for this study. She has relocated to Nelson County, Virginia where she works at Pharsalia and Silver Creek Orchard, both local agri-tourism sites. She has recently obtained a B.S. in Natural Resource Management from the University of Georgia. She possesses extensive experience in public outreach and environmental education. Her undergraduate courses encouraged exposure to the many disciplines required for stream assessment and management of vital resources.





Grant Howell, currently completing requirements for a master’s degree in entomology at the University of Georgia, is focusing his studies on stable isotope dynamics of black flies. He received his B.S. in wildlife biology, also at the University of Georgia. Grant has studied extensively in the area of stream biology, primarily the role of aquatic invertebrates in stream habitats. He is very active in community organizations and public environmental education. He is also an employee of Pharsalia and Silver Creek Orchard. 





The study of the Tye River will strive to provide a complete log of the health of the water, surrounding infrastructure, the condition of the banks and adjoining riparian buffers of the Tye River. It will not attempt to characterize the chemical or biological status of the waters per se, rather it will be geographical in focus. The principal investigators will compile a photographic record of the river that can be used in future educational programs. Statistics on annual rainfall, information on flooding and other information from outside sources will compliment this study. 





Field work will be conducted by canoe travel where possible and by foot where the water level will not allow otherwise. Landowners will be fully informed of the study and any potential land passage necessary during the study. Travel by canoe will be a key means of performing a geographic analysis of the Tye River. For safety considerations, volunteer master naturalists of the Central Blue Ridge Chapter will be recruited to assist with the project. This will aid in shuttling equipment and provide assistance as far as any potential safety concern.Virginia Extension Service of Nelson County will provide radio telephones so that everyone in the survey party can be in close contact. Cell phones will be used where coverage is adequate. Personal floatation devises (PFD’s) will be worn at all times while engaged in river travel, in addition to foot travel when there is any risk of submersion. The principal investigators as well as volunteers will be instructed in safe paddling techniques and related water safety practices at the onset of the project.





The following items will be included in the survey:��·                    Latitude and Longitude of observation��·                    River width��·                    River depth (especially the location of deep pools of importance to fish survival)��·                    Condition of both stream banks including steepness of bank, state of vegetation, and degree of active erosion taking place��·                    Type of bottom substrate��·                    Sediment load on bottom substrate��·                    Width and length of islands��·                    Points of public access��·                    Historical features��·                    Dams��·                    Hazards to recreational use��·                    Evidence of livestock use��·                    Man-made debris, litter & graffiti��·                    Discharge pipes and type of discharge��·                    Degree of “wildness” vs. manicured landscaping of riparian buffers��·                    Areas of significant visual appeal��


The final report will also analyze the Tye River in regard to public and private access. These recommendations will include a discussion of the present conditions of public access points, whether they are truly “public” and improvements which can be made at these locations to enhance ease of use and river safety education, such as the addition of easily read river gauges that denote minimum and maximum flow levels for safe canoeing. The report will also make recommendations for specific segments of the river where good health is at risk. The report will include an analysis of any hazards on the Tye River.  �


The final report will be published both as hard text and in electronic form, including graphs, charts and photographs in addition to textual information.  This will facilitate its inclusion on the RVF and FORW websites, � HYPERLINK "http://www.rockfishvalley.org" �www.rockfishvalley.org� and � HYPERLINK "http://www.forwatershed.org" \t "_blank" ��www.forwatershed.org�. 


































































































 

















**Principal Investigators will each work for $15.00 per hour.





Expenses





-80 hours of field work at $30/hour				           $2,400


-20 hours of report compilation at $30/hour			                600


-Preparations for Community 				                300


               Education Program					


-Construction, Presentation, 						    400	


               and Distribution of final document			 


-Volunteer accommodations (food, pdf’s, resources)			    300		


_____________________________________________________________


Total									$4,000








Income





Chesapeake Bay Restoration Fund Grant 				$4,000








In Kind Contributions





-GPS Units						Rockfish Valley Foundation


-Canoes, Safety Equipment				Friends of the Rockfish Watershed


-$300 of clerical support				Virginia Cooperative Extension of Nelson County


 





























						Start Date			Completion Date





Tye River Data Collection			June 2009			September 30, 2009





Data Analysis and Lab			October 2009			January 31, 2010





Report Compilation				February 2010			April 30, 2010





Community Education Presentation		May 1, 2010			May 15, 2010										











The success of this project will be gauged according to the quality of the content of the report and how well it upholds the intent of providing thorough scientific stream data. The success of the field portion of the project will solely depend on the principal investigators attainment in data collection, and the exploitation of those data in laboratory assessment. Subsequently, the written portion should be deemed successful when the report identifies the Tye River as an important waterway with a multitude of uses. In the report the river’s health will be outlined so as to define any future projects necessary. The effectiveness of this entire project will ultimately depend on the level of interest and proclamation of necessity when brought to the public’s attention. Many individuals, organizations, and public facilities will receive a copy of the final report. The report will also be available for purchase for any interested citizen or visitor of Nelson County, Virginia. The targeted individuals, organizations and public facilities that receive the report will subsequently be asked on its usefulness and the response generated from the report. 























